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Steven C. Armbrust
Counsel
Florida Authorized House Counsel
Admitted in NY. Not Admitted In FL

Law Department
i 500 Water Street
Speed Code J-150

JacksonviUa. FL 32202
Fax (904) 245-3357

Telephone (904) 359-1 229
Email Steven anribrusBBCSX oom

May 4, 2007

Via Overnight DHL Express Mall (Return Receipt Requested)- - - —
Honorable Vernon A. Williams
Secretary
Surface Transportation Board
395 East St. SW
Washington, D. C. 20423
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RE. Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No 678X), CSX Transportation. Inc.- -
Abandonment Exemption— in Cla} County. II

\
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- .>' \.':>'

Dear Secretary Williams:

Enclosed are the original and 10 copies of a Verified Notice of Exemption for
abandonment in the above-entitled proceeding and a check for the filing fee of 53,200.

Please lime and date stamp the additional copy of this letter and return it to me
in the self-addressed, stamped envelope. Thank you for your assistance.

If you have any questions please call or email me.

Sincerely yours,

Steven C. Armbrust

Enclosures

\
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CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN CLAY COUNTY, IL

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

FEE RECEIVED
MAY - ..n

FILED
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Steven C. Armbrust, Esq.
CSX Transportation, Inc.
SOO Water Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32202
(904)359-1229

Counsel for: CSX TRANSPORTATION. INC.

Dated: May 4, 2007



BEFORE THE I ' Wfl 3 200? J i
>,

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 678X)

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN CLAY COUNTY, IL

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

CSX Transportation, Inc. ("CSXT") files this Venfied Notice of Exemption pursuant to

the class exemption at 49 C.F.R. § 1152 50 for CSXT to abandon a 0.86-mile rail line on its

Northern Region, Louisville Division, Illinois Subdivision, from Railroad Mileposl BXO 74.14

to Railroad Milepost BXO 75 0, a distance of 0.86 miles known as the Flora North Branch, City

of Flora, Clay County, Illinois (the "Line"*). No local or overhead rail traffic has moved over the

Line during the past two years

1. Proposed consummation date The proposed consummation date is June 25,2007.

2. Certification required bv 49 C.F.R. 8 1152.50fbl. See Exhibit A.

3. Information required'bv 49 C.F.R. S 1152.22(aK 1 i through (41. (7V and (81. and (eM4V

(a) General.

(I) Exact name of applicant. CSX Transportation, Inc.



(2) Whether applicant is a common carrier bv railroad subicct to 49 U.S.C.

Subtitle IV. Chapter 105. CSXT is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49

U.S.C. Subtitle IV, Chapter 105.

(3) Relief sought. CSXT seeks to use the class exemption at 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50

to abandon a 0.86-mile rail line on its Northern Region, Louisville Division,

Illinois Subdivision, from Railroad Milepost BXO 74.14 to Railroad Milepost

BXO 75 0, a distance of 0.86 miles known as the Flora North Branch, City of

Flora, Clay County, Illinois. No stations will be impacted by the proposed

abandonment.

(4) Map. See Exhibit B.

(7) Name, title, and address of representative of applicant to whom

correspondence should be sent. Steven C. Armbrust, CSX Transportation,

Inc., 500 Water St., J-150, Jacksonville, Florida, 32202 (fax: 904-245-3357).

(8) List of all United States Postal Sen-ice ZIP Codes that the line proposed for

abandonment traverses. The Line traverses ZIP Code 62839.

(e) Rural and community impact. Statement of whether the properties proposed to be

abandoned are appropriate for use for other public purposes, including roads and highways, other



forms of mass transportation, conservation, energy production or transmission, or recreation. If

the applicant is aware of any restriction on the title to the property, including any reversionary

interest, which would affect the transfer of title or the use of property for other than rail purposes,

this shall be disclosed.

CSXT believes that the properties proposed for abandonment may be suitable for other

purposes, but may be subject to reversionary interests that may affect transfer of title for other

than rail purposes.

4. The level of labor protection The interests of railroad employees who may be adversely

affected by the proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor protective

conditions in Oregon Short Line R. Co. - Abandonment - Goshen. 360 LC.C. 91 (1979).

5 Certification. Certificates of compliance with the notice requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§

1152.50(4X1), 1105.11 and 1105 12 may be found in Exhibit C (Certificate of Service;

Certificate of Publication), Exhibit D (Certificate of Distribution of Environmental Report) and

Exhibit E (Certificate of Distribution of Historical Report).

6. Environmental Report, etc See Exhibit D. Based on information in the possession of CSXT,

the Line does not contain federally granted nghts-of-way. Any documentation m the railroad's

possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

7 Historic Report. See Exhibit E.



Respectfully submitted,

Steven C. Armbrust, Esq.
CSX Transportation, Inc.
500 Water Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32202
(904)359-1229

Counsel for CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC

Dated: May 4, 2007



EXHIBIT A

VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION THAT RAIL LINE MEETS
CRITERIA OF 49 C.F.R. SECTION 1152.50(b)

(See attached]



VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION THAT RAIL LINE MEETS
CRITERIA OF 49 C.F.R. SECTION U52.50(bl

STATL OF FLORIDA )
) ss.

COUNTY OF DUVAL )

U Ellen M. Preslar, being dul> sworn, depose and state that 1 am Manager

Regulator)1 Costing for Network Rationalization of CSX Transportation, Inc. ("CSXT");

that 1 am authorized to make this verification: and that I have read the foregoing Notice

of Exemption and know the tacts asserted therein are true and accurate as stated, to the

best of my knowledge, information, and belief.

I hereby certify that no local traffic has moved over CSXPs Northern Region.

Louisville Division, Illinois Subdivision, from Railroad Milepost BXO 74.14 to Railroad

Milepost BXO 75 0, a distance of 0.86 mile known as the Flora North Branch, City of

Flora, Cla> County, Illinois, for at least two jears prior to the date hereof, and that any

overhead traffic on the line can be rerouted over other lines. Further, no formal

complaint filed by a user of rail service on the line (or a State or local government entity

acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation of service over the line either is

pending with the Surface Transportation Board or any U.S. District Court or has been

decided in favor of a complainant within the two-year period Ihe foregoing certification

is made on behalf of CSXT by the undersigned after due and careful investigation of the

matters herein certified and based on the best of the knowledge, information, and belief

of the undersigned

7Vl ff
M. PreslaEllen M. Preslar

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this 20th day of April, 2007.

M> Commission Expires: VTA.**. 7X> 12/6
otary ublic

2010
CommMen I DO 585773

Bonded By Nifenal Notify AMD



EXHIBIT B

MAP

[See attached)
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EXHIBIT C

CERTIFICATES OF SERVICE AND PUBLICATION

[See attached)

12



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R § 1152.50 (d) (I), the undersigned hereby certifies that notice of the
proposed abandonment in Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 678X) was mailed via first class mail on
April 20,2007, to the following parties-

State Public Service Commission

Illinois Commerce Commission
Attn. Charles E Box, Chairman
527 East Capitol Ave
Springfield, IL. 62701

Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command Transportation Engineering Agency

SDDCTEA
ATTN: Railroads for National Defense
720 Thimble Shoals Blvd.
Suite 130
Newport News, Virginia 23606-2574

National Park Service

U S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service
Attention. Mr. Charlie Stockman
Acting Conservation and Outdoor Recreation Manager
1201 I Street, NW, 9th Floor
Washington, DC 20005

National Park Service

U S. Department of Interior
National Park Service
Land Resources Division
1201 EycSt.,N.W.
Washington, DC 20005

13



U.S. Department of Agriculture

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Chief of the Forest Service
4th Floor N.W., Auditors' Building
14th Street and Independence Avenue, S W.
Washington, D.C 20250

x^^vr
Steven C. Armbrust
May 2, 2007
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CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION

The undersigned hereby certifies that notice of the proposed abandonment in Docket No.
AB-55 (Sub-No 678X) was advertised on May 1,2007 in the Daily Clay County Advocate-
Press, a newspaper of general circulation in Clay County, Illinois, as required by 49 C.F.R. §
1105 12.

Steven C. Armbrust
May 2,2007
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EXHIBIT D

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

(See attached]
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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 CF.R. § 1105.7, the undersigned hereby certifies that
a copy of the Environmental Report in Docket No. AB-5S (Sub-No. 678X) was mailed via first
class mail on Apnl 4,2007 to the following parties:

Mr. Gary Whitehead, Chairman
South Central Illinois Regional

Planning Committee
742 Birchwcod
Flora, IL 62839

Ms. Sue Petit, Chairman
Clay County Board of Commissioners
503 Hoptree Dnve
Flora, IL 62839

Ms. Yvonne Guinn
City of Flora
PO Box 249
Flora, IL 62839

Mr Dan Sulsberger
City of Flora
PO Box 249
Flora, [L 62839

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 5
Attn: Mr. Ken Westlake (B19J)
77 West Jackson Blvd
Chicago, IL 60604

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
Attn: Water Division
1021 North Grand Avenue East
P.O Box 19276
Springfield, Illinois 62794-9276

17



Ms. Joyce Collins, Supervisor
U S. Fish & Wildlife Commission
Marion Field Office
8588 Route 148
Manon, TL 62959-4565

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Commission
Regional Office
Federal Building
One Federal Dnve
FortSnellmg1MN55111

U.S Army Corps of Engineers
Louisville District
PO Box 59
600 Dr. Martin Luther King PI.
Louisville, KY 40201-0059

USDA-NRCS
Louisville Service Center
155 Highway 45 N
Louisville ,IL 62858-9105

Illinois State Clearinghouse
Department of Commerce & Community Affairs
100 West Randolph Street
Room 3-400
Chicago, IL 60601

Ms. Sandra Washington, Chief
National Park Service
Midwest Region
601 Riverfront Dnve
Omaha, NE 68102

Mr Gregory Baize
Department of Transportation
Transportation Administration Building
2300 South Dirksen Parkway
Springfield, IL 62764

18



Mr Danlnjerd
Division of Water Resources
Department of Transportation
310 South Michigan #1606
Chicago, IL 60604

NOAA - VIA EMAILNOAA - VIA EMAIL
National Geodetic Service (NOAA) at 'NGS.InfoCenter@noaa.gov1 (via email)

Steven C Armbrust
May 2,2007
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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.
DOCKET AB-55 (SUB-NO. 678X)

CITY of FLORA, CLAY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

The following information is provided in accordance with 49 C F R Section 1105 7

(1) PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

Describe the proposed action, including commodities transported,
the planned disposition (If any) of any rail line and other structures
that may be involved, and any possible changes In current operations
or maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives
to the proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and
drawings clearly delineating the project

CSXT proposes to abandon approximately 0 86 mile of its
rail line between from Railroad Mitepost BXO 7414 to the
end of track at Railroad Milepost BXO 75 0, known as the
Flora North Branch, Clay County, Illinois.

The above referenced 0 86-mile line has not generated any
originating or terminating traffic in over two years.

Abandonment of this line will result in the removal of the rail,
crossties, and possibly the upper layer of ballast CSXT
does not intend to disturb any sub grade or sub grade
structures Finally, the operations and maintenance of this
line will cease.

The only alternative would be not to abandon and to pass
the opportunity costs of retaining the line to all other CSXT
customers This would not be a prudent utilization of earner
resources.

Two maps, which delineate the proposed project, are
attached (See Attachments 1 and 2)

Also attached is a distribution list of all agencies which have
received preliminary letters and a copy of this report in order
to solicit input (See Attachment 3)



CSX Transportation, Inc.
Environmental Report

Docket AB-55 (Sub. No. 678X)
Page 2 of9

Applicant solicited responses from all agencies on March 5,
2007 Applicant's second solicitation for response,
environmental report, environmental response form and self
addressed stamped envelope were sent on April 4,2007

If applicant does not receive any response based on the
solicitations listed above, it is applicants position that the'
proposed action will have no adverse effect, impact or
inconsistencies

Any comments received on or after May 4, 2007 will be
immediately forwarded to the STB for consideration in this
matter under separate cover

TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or local
transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic
(passenger or freight) that will be diverted to other transportation
systems or modes as a resutt of the proposed action.

There is no passenger or freight traffic on the line, therefore
there will be no effect on existing regional or local
transportation systems or patterns

LAND USE

(1) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning
agencies and/or a review of the official planning documents
prepared by such agencies, state whether the proposed
action Is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe
any Inconsistencies.

Applicant received the CSXT Environmental Report
Response Form dated Apnl 13, 2007 from Mr Dan
Sulsberger - Director of the City of Flora Economic
Development stating "No Environmental Impact"
(See Attachment 7)

Applicant received a response from Mr Milton
Sees - Acting Secretary of the Illinois Department
of Transportation stating "We have completed our
review of your plan and take no exceptions to CSX
abandoning the track ." (See Attachment 7A)

Applicant has not received a response to its
inquiries dated March 5, 2007 to Mr Gary
Whitehead of the South Central Illinois Regional
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CSX Transportation, Inc.
Environmental Report

Docket AB-55 (Sub. No. 678X)
Page 3 of 9

Planning Committee, Ms. Sue Petit of the Clay
County Board of Commissioners or Ms Yvonne
Guinn of the City of Flora seeking information
regarding this statement (See Attachments 4. 5
and 6)

Based on the fact that the line segment has not
generated any traffic in over two years, Applicant
does not feel that the proposed action is
inconsistent with local and/or regional plans

(II) Based on consultation with the U. S. Soil Conservation
Service, state the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land.

Applicant received a response dated March 20,
2007 from Laune King of the U S Department of
Agriculture - NRCS, Louisville Service Center in
Louisville, Indiana stating "There is a small
agricultural field that lies adjacent to the abandoned
track just south of US 45/50 that is classified as
pnme farmland. AH other land adjacent to the track
has previously teen developed and no longer fits
the classification of Pnme Farmland" (See
Attachment 8)

Applicant also received the CSXT Environmental
Report Response Form dated April 8, 2007 from
Ms. Laune King - District Conservatoonalist stating
"No Environmental Impact" (See Attachment 8A)

Applicant feels the simple removal of track material
should not have an adverse impact and the small
parcel of farmland ,

(Hi) * If the action affects land or water uses within a designated
coastal zone, include the coastal zone information required
by 1105.9.

Applicant has not received a response to its inquiry
dated March 5. 2007 to Mr Dan Injerd of the
Division of Water Resources - Department of
Transportation in Chicago, Illinois seeking
information regarding this statement (See
Attachment 9)



CSX Transportation, Inc.
Environmental Report

Docket AB-55 (Sub. No. 678X)
Page 4 of 9

Applicant does not feel that the simple removal of
track material should have any adverse impact on
land or water uses

(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or
not the right of way is suitable for alternative public use
under 49 U.S.C. 10906 and explain why.

The properties, proposed to be abandoned, may be
suitable for other public purposes, but may be
subject to reversionary interests that may affect the
transfer of title for other than rail purposes

ENERGY

(I) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation
of energy resources.

The proposed action will have no effect on the
transportation of energy resources

(II) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities.

The proposed action will have no effect on the
movement and/or recovery of recyclable
commodities

(III) State whether the proposed action will result In an increase
or decrease In overall energy efficiency and explain why.

The proposed action will not result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency

(Iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to
motor carriage of more than: (A) 1,000 rail carloads a year;
or (B) an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any
part of the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in
energy consumption and show the data and methodology
used to arrive at the figure given.

There will be no diversion of rail traffic to motor
carnage in excess of the above thresholds.

(i) If the proposed action will result in rimer (A) an increase in
rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an Increase of at least eight trains e day on any



CSX Transportation, Inc.
Environmental Report

Docket AB-65 (Sub. No. 678X)
Page 5 of 9

segment of rail line affected by the proposal, or (B) an
increase in rail yard activity of at least 100% (measured by
carload activity), or (C) an average Increase In truck traffic of
more than 10% of the average dally traffic or 50 vehicles a
day on any affected road segment quantify the anticipated
effect on air emissions.

The above thresholds will not be exceeded.

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment
area under the Clean Air Act; and will It result In either (A)
an Increase In rail traffic of a least 50% (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an Increase of at least three trains a
day on any segment of rail line, or (B) an Increase in rail
yard activity of a least 20% (measured by carload activity),
or (C) an average Increase In truck traffic of more than 10%
of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given
road segment, then state whether any expected increased
emissions are within the parameters established by the
State Implementation Plan.

The above thresholds will not be exceeded

(iii) If transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as
nitrogen oxide and freon) is contemplated, identify: the
materials and quantity, the frequency of service; safety
practices (Including any speed restriction); the applicants
safety record (to the extent available) on derailments,
accidents and spills; contingency plans to deal with
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release
of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or
derailment

(6) NOISE

Not applicable

If any of the thresholds Identified in Hem (5)(i) of this section are
surpassed, state whether the proposed action will cause: (I) an
Incremental Increase In noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more, or
(ii) an increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals,
residences, retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the
project area, and quantify the noise Increase for these receptors If the
thresholds are surpassed.

The above thresholds will not be exceeded



SAFETY

(I)

(ii)

(ill)

CSX Transportation, Inc.
Environmental Report

Docket AB-55 (Sub. No. 678X)
Page 6 of9

Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health
and safety (Including vehicle delay time at railroad grade
crossings).

Applicant believes there will be a positive effect on
public safety by the removal of four (4) at grade,
public crossings

If hazardous materials are expected to be transported,
Identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency of
service; whether chemicals are being transported that, If
mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds;
safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the
applicants safety record (to the extent available) on
derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the
contingency plans to deal wtth accidental spills; and the
likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials.

Not applicable

If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where
there have been known hazardous material spills on the
right of way, Identify the location of those sites and the
types of hazardous materials Involved.

Applicant's records do not indicate that there has
been any hazardous material spills or hazardous
waste sites located on the line segment.

(8) BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

(i) Based on consultation with the U. S. Fish and WlldIHe
Service, state whether the proposed action Is likely to
adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas
designated as a critical habitat, and If so, describe the
effects.

Applicant has not received a response to its
inquires dated March 5, 2007 to Ms Joyce Collins
or the U S Fish & Wildlife Commission - Manon
Field Office or the U S Fish & Witdlrfe Commission
- Regional Office in Fort Spelling, Minnesota
seeking information regarding this statement (See
Attachments 10 and 11)



CSX Transportation, Inc.
Environmental Report

Docket AB-55 (Sub. No. 678X)
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Applicant does not feel that the simple removal of
track material should have any adverse impact on
any endangered or threatened species or areas
designated as a critical habitat

(II) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or
State parks or forests will be affected! and describe any
effects.

Based upon Applicant's review of the area, the line
segment does not appear to be near any parks,
wildlife sanctuaries, refuges, or forests.

Applicant received a response dated April 19, 2007
from the National Park Service in Omaha,
Nebraska stating "No comment on your proposed
action" (See Attachment 11 A)

(9) WATER

(I) Based on consultation with State water quality officials,
state whether the proposed action Is consistent with
applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards.
Describe any Inconsistencies.

Applicant has not received a response to its inquiry
dated March 5, 2007, to the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency - Water Division in Springfield,
Illinois requesting information regarding this
statement. (See Attachment 12)

Applicant does not contemplate any action known
to be inconsistent with federal, state and/or local
water quality standards. Any necessary permits or
applications will be obtained as well as compliance
with conditions or procedures required by
regulatory agencies

(II) Based on consultation with the U. S. Army Corps of
Engineers, state whether permits under Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344} are required for the
proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or
100-year flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects.

Applicant has not response to its inquiry dated
March 5, 2007 to the U S Army Corps of
Engineers - Louisville Distnct in Louisville,
Kentucky requesting information regarding this



CSX Transportation, Inc.
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Docket AB-55 (Sub. No. 678X)
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statement (See Attachment 13)

Applicant is not aware of any designated wetlands
or 100-year flood plains wrthin the proposed project

Upon receiving abandonment authority, removal of
material will be accomplished by use of the right of
way for access, along with existing public and
private crossings, and no new access roads are
contemplated Applicant does not intend to disturb
any of the underlying roadbed or perform any
activities that would cause sedimentation or erosion
of the soil, and do not anticipate any dredging or
use of fill in the removal of the track material The
crossttes and/or other debris will be transported
away from the rail line and will not be discarded
along the right of way nor be placed or left in
streams or wetlands, or along the banks of such
waterways Also, during track removal, appropriate
measures will be implemented to prevent or control
spills from fuels, lubricants or any other pollutant
materials from entering any waterways Based
upon this course of action, Applicant does not
believe a permit under Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act will be required

(ill) State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) are required for the proposed action.
(Applicants should contact the U. S. Environmental
Protection Agency or the state environmental protection or
equivalent agency If they are unsure whether such permits
are required).

Applicant has not received a response to its inquiry
dated March 5, 2007, to Mr Ken Westlake of the
U S Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 in
Chicago. Illinois, requesting information regarding
this statement (See Attachment 14)

Based upon the course of action described in
Section 9 (n). Applicant does not believe a permit
under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act will be
required

10. MITIGATION

Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse
environmental impacts, Indicating why the proposed mitigation Is



CSX Transportation, Inc.
Environmental Report

Docket AB-55 (Sub. No. 678X)
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appropriate.

Applicant does not anticipate any adverse environmental
impacts in the project area as a result of this
abandonment, however, if mitigation is necessary,
Applicant will comply with reasonable State and Federal
regulations and obtain any necessary permits required
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Attachment 2

TRANSPORTATION

AREA MAP

- Proposed Abandonment -
North Flora Branch

BX074.14-BXO75.0
0.86 Miles +/-

Clay County, Illinois

NORTHERN REGION - LOUISVILLE DIVISION - ILLINOIS SUBDIVISION - NORTH FLORA GRANCH
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Attachment 3

CSXT Abandonment External Distribution List
Flora North Branch, IL

AB55SubNo.678X

Mr. Gazy Whitehead, Chairman
South Central Illinois Regional

Planning Committee
742 Btrchwood
Flora, IL 62839

Ms. Sue Petit, Chairman
Clay County Board of Commissioners
503 Hoptree Drive
Flora. [L 62839

Ms Yvonne Guinn
City of Flora
PO Box 249
Flora, IL 62839

Mr Dan Sulsberger
City of Flora
PO Box 249
Flora, IL 62839

U S Environmental Protection Agency
Region 5
Attn- Mr. Ken Westlake (B19J)
77 West Jackson Blvd
Chicago, IL 60604

Illinois environmental Protection Agency
Attn Water Division
1021 North Grand Avenue Bast
P.O. Box 19276
Springfield, Illinois 62794-9276

Ms. Joyce Collins, Supervisor
U S. Fish & Wildlife Commission
Marion Field Office
8588 Route 148
Marion, IL 62959-4565

U S Fish & Wildlife Commission
Regional Office
Federal Building
One Federal Drive
FortSneUing.MN55lll

U S. Army Corps of Engineers
Louisville District
POBox59
600 Dr. Martin Luther King PI.
Louisville, KY 40201-0059

USDA-NRCS
Louisville Service Center
155 Highway 45 N
Louisville, IL 62858-9105

Illinois State Clearinghouse
Department of Commerce & Community
Affairs
100 West Randolph Street
Room 3-400
Chicago, IL 60601

Ms. Sandra Washington, Chief
National Park Service
Midwest Region
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha. NE 68102

Mr Gregory Baize
Department of Transportation
Transportation Administration Building
2300 South Dirksen Parkway
Springfield, IL 62764

Mr. Dan Injerd
Division of Water Resources
Department of Transportation
310 South Michigan #1606
Chicago, IL 60604

NOAA - VIA EMAIL
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March 5,2007

Mr. Gftty Whft***"""**! ̂ hri
South Central ntinois Regional

Planning Committee
742Bfedxwood
Flora, IL 62839

Dear Mr, Whitehead:

Please be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc. is considering abandonment of a portion of its
rafl line from Railroad Mflepoat BXO 74.14 to Railroad Mflepost BXO 75,0, a distance of 0.86
mile known as the Flora North Branch, City of Flora, day County, nUnofs, as depicted on the
attached map.

This action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations^ C.F.R,
1 105.7(3)(i) require thaVcSXT develop a response to the following statement:

"Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a
review of the official planning documents prepared fey such agencies, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with nristing land use plans.
Describe any ^ly^npf'rtMiHffSi*

CSXT would appreciate your advice as to the eadnfience of a long-range comprehensive
ny Su Clay County ̂ nd *h* Use's rfftgH'Miifh.ip to such ̂ ""^Hnfl-

As further infomnation, CSXT will provide a preliminary environmental report in the coming
weeks which win outline the scope of the proposed salvage activity and include any «x>i"TF'fiit*
received from your office.

Further enclosed, please find a distribution list of all parties that have been copied of the
proposed action.

Sincerely,

Attachment
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March 5,2007

Ms. Sue Petit, Chairman
Clay County Board of Commissuoera
503 Hoptne Drive
Flora, IL 62839

Dear Ms. Petit:

Please be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc. is considering abandonment of a portion of its
rail line from Railroad Mflepost BXO 74.14 to Raflroad Mflepost BXO 75.0, a distance of 0.86
mfle known aa the Flora North Branch, City of Flora, Clay County, Illinois, aa depicted on the
attached map.

This action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R.
1105.7(3)(J) require that CSXT develop a response to the following statement:

"Baaed on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a
review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state
whether the proposed action ia consistent with **s**Hg land use plans.
Describe any inconsistencies."

CSXT would appreciate your advice as to the existence of a long-range comprehensive
; map fur Clay County and thy line's relationship to such pic

Aa further information, CSXT win provide a preliminary environmental report in the coming
weeks which wffl outline the scope of the proposed salvage activity and include any comments
received from your office*

Further enclosed, please find a distribution list of an parties that have been copied of the
proposed action.

Sincerely,
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March 5, 2007

Ma. Yvonne Gumn
City of Flora
FO Box 249
Flora, IL 62839

Dear Ma. Guinn;

Pleaae be adviaed that CSX Transportation, Inc. is considering abandonment of a portion of its
rail line from Railroad Mflepost BXO 74.14 to Railroad Mflepost BXO 75.0V a distance of 0.86
mfle known aa the Flora North Branch, City of Flora, Clay County, Illinois, aa depicted on the
attached map.

Thia action requirea Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.P.R.
, 1 105.7(3J(0 require-that CSXT develop a reaponae to the following atatement:

•Baaed on consultation with local and/or regional piantifcig agencica and/or a
review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencieB, state
whether the proposed action is ronaiatrnt with existing land use plans.
Describe

CSXT would appreciate your advice aa to the existence of a long-range comprehensive
ptnntrmg map fer tha City af Flora atiH rti* Itna'a t̂ latioriMhip tn mirfi pl

Aa further information, CSXT will provide a preliminary environmental report in the
weeks which wffl outline the scope of the proposed salvage activity and include any *x*mniTn1w
received from your office.

Further enclosed, please find a distribution list of all parties that have been copied of the
proposed action.

Sincerely,

Attachment



Attachment 7
*

CSXT Environmental Report Response Form

STB Docket Number AB 55 Sub No. 678X

Notice of Exemption from Railroad Milepost BXO 74.14 to Railroad Milepost
BXO 75.0, a distance of 0.86 mile known as the Flora North Branch, City of
Flora, Clay County, Illinois

Agency response (check one):

No Environmental Impact

Environmental Impact as follows (or attached):

Date:

Signature:

Name:

Title:

V-/3-Q?



Attachment 7A

•

Illinois Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
2300 South Dirksen Parkway / Springfield, Illinois / 62764
Telephone 217/782-5597

April 12, 2007

Mr DaveGeraci
CSX Transportation
500 Water St -J200
Jacksonville, FL 32202

Dear Mr Geraci

Thank you for your letter advising us of CSX's potential plan to abandon a
portion of their track in Flora, Illinois

We have completed our review of your plan and take no exceptions to CSX
abandoning the track from Railroad Milepost BXO 74 14 to Railroad Milepost
BXO 75 0

We look forward to receiving a copy of the preliminary environmental report
which will contain our comments and scope of salvage activity

Thank you for informing us of this matter, and we thank you for your interest in
Illinois' public transportation system

lilton R Sees
Acting Secretary



&NRCS
Natural Resources Conservation Service Attachment 8
155 N Rte45
Louisville. IL 62858
(618) 665-3327 ext. 3 . vw^fjl nrca ysda ooy
FAX (616) 665-3385

March 20,2007

Dave Geraci
Manager - Network Rationalization
CSX Transportation
200 Water St.-J200
Jacksonville, FL 32202

Dear Mr. Geraci:

This is m regard to the abandonment of the CSX Flora North Branch in Clay County, Illinois.
There is a small agricultural field that lies adjacent to the abandoned track just south of US 45/50
that is classified as prime farmland. All other land adjacent to the track has previously been
.developed and no longer fits the classification of Pnme Farmland.

I have enclosed the soil maps that show the abandoned track (highlighted orange) and the areas
considered to be prime farmland (highlighted yellow). I have also included the list of soil types
listed as prime farmland in the Soil Survey of Clay County, Illinois (1998)

Please call my office at (618)665-3327 ext 3 if you have questions regarding this matter.

Laurie L Kingt_J
District Conservationist

Helping People Help the Land
An Equri Opportunity Pimbr mi Employ*

37
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Attachment 8A

CSXT Environmental Report Response Form

STB Docket Number AB 55 Sub No. 678X

Notice of Exemption from Railroad Milepost BXO 74. 14 to Railroad Milepost
BXO 75.0, a distance of 0.86 mile known as the Flora North Branch, City of
Flora, Clay County, Illinois

Agency response (check one):

Environmental Impact

Environmental Impact as follows (or attached):

Date:

Signature:

Name:

Title:
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D*v»Q«Bd Attachment 9

March 5,2007

Mr. Dan Injerd
Division of Water Resource*
Department of Transportation
310 South Michigan #1606
Chicago. IL 60604

Dear Mr. Injerd:

Please be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc. ia considering abandonment of a portion of its
rafl line from Railroad Milepost BXO 74.14 to Rafiroad Mflepost BXO 75.0, a distance of 0.86
mile known as the Flora North Branch, City of Flora, Clay County, Illinois, as depicted on the

This action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations require
expanded environmental information in connection with rail fines, which are subject to

One of these is to determine if a designated coastal zone management area ia
involved, and, if so, if the proposed action is consistent with the affected State's Coastal Zone
Management Program.

CSXT would appreciate your advising if die removal of the rail would have an effect on your
program. It is CSJCTs intention to simply remove the metal material from the top layer of
gravel ballast, and to preserve the nriirting routes of water flow and drainage. CSXT does not
anticipate any dredging or use of fill in the removal of the track material

As further mfbrmation, CSXT wffl provide a preliminary environmental report in the
weeks which wfll outline the scope of the proposed salvage activity and include any comments
received from your office.

Further enclosed, please find a distribution list of all parties that have been copied of the
proposed action,

Sincerely,

Attachment
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March 5, 2007

Ms. Joyce Collins, Supervisor
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Commission
Marion Field Office
8588 Route 148
Marion, IL 62959-4565

Dear Ma. Collins:

Please be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc. is considering Bbftndrnmffnt of a portion of its
rafl line from Railroad Mflepost BXO 74.14 to Railroad Mflepost BXO 75.0, a distance of 0.86
mile known as the Flora North Branch, City of Flora, Clay County, Illinois, as depicted on the
attached map.

The action, requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations- 40- -
C.F.R. 1105.7 (8) ty and (H) require that CSXT develop responses to the following

(i) Baaed on consultation with the U. S. Fiah and Wildlife Service state
whether the proposed action ia likely to adversely affect endangered or
threatened species or areas designated aa a critical habitat, and if so, describe
the effects.

(n) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parka or
forests wfll be affected, and describe any effects.

The removal of CSXTs rafl material wfll be accomplished by use of the right of way for access,
along with existing public and private ripashms, and no new access roads are contemplated.
CSXT does not intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbeds and do not awitfc*tpatt» any
dredging or use of fin in the removal of the track material The crossties and/or other debris
witt be transported away from the rafl line and wfll not be discarded along the right of way, nor
be placed or left in streams or wetlands, or along the banto During track
removal, appropriate measures wfll be implemented to prevent or control spflls from fuels,
lubricants or any other materials from entering any watercourses.

Baaed upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate your concurrence in its
position that there would be no adverse impact to any federals-listed endangered or
threatened species, critical habitats, wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. National or State parka,
or forests.

AM further information, CSXT will provide a preliminary environmental report in the coming
weeks which wfll outline the scope of the proposed salvage activity (aa stated above) and
include any comments received from your office.

Further enclosed, please find a distribution list of all parties that have been copied of the
proposed action.

Sincerely,
T"

Attachment
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March 5, 2007

U.S. Fiah & Wildlife Commission
Regional Office
Federal Building
One Federal Drive
Fort Snelling, MN 55111

Gentlemen:

Pleaae be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc. is considering abandonment of a portion of its
rafl line from Railroad Mflepost BXO 74.14 to Rauroad Mfiepost HXO 75.0, a distance of 0.86
mile known aa the Flora North Branch, City of Flora, day County, minni*, as depicted on the

The. action retpiires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal RrgnlnHmm 49
C.F.R. 1105.7 (8) (£) and (ifl require that CSXT develop responses to the following

(i) Baaed on consultation with the U. S. Fiah and Wfldhte Service state
whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or
threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe
the effects.

(ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

Hie removal of CSXTs rail material wfll be accomplished by use of the right of way for access,
along with existing public and private crossings, and no new access roads are contemplated.
CSXT does not intend to disturb any of the underlying roadoeda and do not anticipate any
dredging or use of fin in the removal of the track material The crossties and/or other debris
win be transported away from the rail line and wfll not be discarded along the risjht of way, nor
be placed or left in streams or wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways. During track
removal, appropriate measures will be implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels,
lubricants or any other materials from entering any watercourses.

Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate your concurrence in its
position that then would be no advene impact to any federally-listed endangered or
threatened species, critical hahitata, wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. National or State parks,
or forests.

Aa further jtifarmariot^ CSXT win provide a preliminary environmental report in the
weeks which will outline the scope of the proposed salvage activity (aa stated above) and
include any comments received from your office.

Further enclosed, please find a distribution list of all parties that have been copied of the
proposed action.

Sincerely,
^>

Attachment

if 3



Attachment 11A

Re CSX Abandonment, Docket No AB-5S(SubNo 678X), City of Flora, Clay County, Illinois

We have received your letter of Ann! 4 ,2007 concerning the above referenced project

B We have no comment on your proposed action

H Please address any further correspondence about this project or any project to
(he following address

Regional Environmental Coordinator
National Park Service
M idwest Regional Office
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102

Due to limited staff and the number of requests we receive for early coordination, we ask that
companies/agencies assume we will-have no comments on projects if they have not heard from
us within 30 days of our receipt of the request

Thank you.

Regional Environmental Coordinator

Environmental Coordinator
National Park Service
Midwest Regional Office
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102

049J82036B59

$00.249
04/19/2007

US POSTAGE

Mr. Dave Geraci
CSX Transportation
500 Water Street-J200
Jacksonville, Florida 32202



000VM**traat-,iaM

HIM w. (M4)Us»lMp

Attachment 12 _ - ._ , F*!L225E!II
TRANSPORTATION E4ta* Dw*-°*lfl*C*1('CBI"

OswQsnd
*̂̂ M^B» B^d^— ĵaa^dS^^B
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March 5,2007

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
Attn: Water Division
1021 North Grand Avenue East
P.O. Box 19276
Springfield, Illinois 62794-9276

Gentlemen!

Please be advised tb** CSX Trmn|pattflt^nf^j Inc. is considering flKrHonpignt of a portion of Jti
rail line from Railroad Mflepost BXO 74,14 to Railroad Mflepost BXO 75.0, a distance of 0.86
mile known as the Flora North Branch, City of Flora, day County. Illinois, aa depicted on the
attached map.

This action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.P.R.
11105.7 (9) (i) and (ifi) require that CSXT develop a response to the following statements:

(i) "Based on consultation with State Water quality officials, state whether the
proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water
quality standards. Describe any incmnrirtrnrirs *

(in) State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act 33
U.S.C. 1342 are required for the proposed action."

There are no refueling or maintenance areas within the project area. The removal of CSXTs
rail material wfll be accomplished by use of the right of way lor access, along with existing
public and private crossings, and no new access roads are contemplated. CSXT does not
intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbeds and do not anticipate any dredging or use of
fill in the removal of the track material. The crosstiea and/or other debris wffl be transported
away from the ratt line and win not be discarded along the right of way, nor be placed or left in
streams or wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways. During track removal,
appropriate measures wffl be implemented to prevent or control spins from fuels, hibricanta or
any other pollutant materials from entering any watercourses.

Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate receiving your concurrence
with its position that the proposed project is consistent with applicable Federal, State and
local water quality standards, and that no permits under Section 403 are required at this
time.

As further information, CSXT wfll provide a preliminary environmental report in the coming
weeks which wffl outline the scope of the proposed salvage activity (aa stated above) and
imrl'vlp any comments received from your office.

Further enclosed, please find a distribution list of an parties that have been copied of the
proposed action.

Sincerely,

Attachment
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March 5, 2007

U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers
Louisville District
POBox59
600 Dr. Martin Luther King PL
Louisville, KY 40301-0059

Gentlemen:

Please be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc. is considering abandonment of a portion of its
rail line from Railroad Mflepoat HXO 74.14 to Railroad Milepoat BXO 75.0, a distance of 0.86
mile known as the Flora North Branch, City of Flora, Clay County, Illinois, as depicted on the
attached map.

This action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R.
1 105.7(9)(ii) require that CSXT develop a response to the following statement:

•Baaed on consultation with the U. S. Army Corps of g'Tgf "«••«, state whether
permits under Section 404 of the dean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are required
for the proposed action and whether airy designated wetlands or 100 year flood
piUdna win be affected. Describe the effects."

It is CSXTs opinion that there will be no impact on designated wetlands or 100-year flood
plains brcmift our intent at this time is to only remove CSXTs metal track material, croaatiea
and perhapa the upper layer of ballast, and to preserve the niating routes of water flow and
drainage. CSXT does not intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbeds or peiluiiu any
activities that would cause sedimentation or erosion of the soil, and CSXT does not anticipate
any dredging or use of fill in the removal of the track material The track removal will be
accomplished by use of the right of way for access, along with gristing public and private
crossings, and no new access roads are contemplated. The crossties and/or other debris wffl
be transported away from the rail line and wffl not be discarded along the right of way, nor be
placed or left in streams or wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways.

Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate your concurrence in its
position that there would be no advene impact on wetlands or 100-year flood plains, and that
no permits under Section 404 wul be required.

Aa farthfT information, CSXT wul provide a preliminary environ*11*11**1'* report in the
weeks which wffl outline the scope of the proposed salvage activity (as stated above) and
include any comments received from your office.

Further enclosed, please find a distribution list of all parties that have been copied of the
proposed action.

Sincerery,

Attachment
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March 5, 3007

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 5
Attn: Mr. Ken Westiake (B19J)
77 West Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, 1L 60604

Dear Mr. Westiake:

Please be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc. is ranaJdrring abandonment of a portion of its
rafl line from Rafiroad Mflepoat BXO 74.14 to Railroad Mflepoat BXO 75.0, a distance of 0.86
mile known aa the Flora North Branch, City of Flora, day County, Illinois, aa depicted on the

Tfctia action requires S^uxTnampo^aadm^oud.afptonl and Federal Regulation* 49 C.F.R.
1 105.7 (9) (i[ and (m) require that CSXT develop a response to the following statements:

(I) 'Based on consultation with State Water quality officials, state whether the
proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water
quality standards. Describe any inconaiatencieB."

state whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act 33
U.S.C. 1342 are required lor the proposed action."

There are no refueling or maintenance areas within the project area. The removal of CSXFs
rafl material wul be accomplished by use of the right of way for access, along with existing
public and private crossings,, and no new access roads are contemplated. CSXT does not
intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbeds and do not ffn '̂pnt* any dredging or use of
fill m the removal of the track material. The crossties and/ or other debris wOl be transported
away from the rafl line and win not be discarded along the right of way, nor be placed or left in
streams or wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways. During track removal,
appropriate measures wifl be implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels, lubricants or
any other pollutant materials from entering any watercourses.

Basfrl upon the above described actions, CS7CF would appreciate receiving your concurrence
with its position that the proposed project is romristent with applicable Federal, State and
local water quality standards, and that no permits under Section 402 are required at this
nme.

A* further information, CSXT win provide a preliminary environmental report in the coming
weeks which win outHne the scope of the proposed salvage activity (aa stated above) and
include any comments received from your office.

Further enclosed* please find a distribution fist of all parties that have been copied of the
proposed action.

Sincerely,
\>~+^ -

Attachment



EXHIBIT E

HISTORIC REPORT

(See attached]
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HISTORIC REPORT
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F R. § 1105 8(c), the undersigned hereby certifies
that a copy of the Historic Report in Docket No AB-55 (Sub-No 678X) was mailed via first
class mail on March 23,2007, to the following person:

Mr William L Wheeler. SHPO
Associate Director
Illinois Hi stone and Preservation Agency
1 Old State Capital Plaza
Springfield, Qhnois 62701-1512

Steven C Armbrust
May 2,2007
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HISTORIC REPORT

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.
(Flora North Branch, Clay County, Illinois)

DOCKET AB-55 (SUB-NO. 678X)

PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES. Describe the proposed
action, including commodities transported, the planned disposition (if
any) of any rail line and other structures that may be involved, and any
possible changes in current operations or maintenance practices. Also
describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. Include a
readable detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project.

CSXT proposes to abandon approximately 0.86 mile of its
rail line between from Railroad Milepost BXO 74.14 to the
end of track at Railroad Milepost BXO 75.0, known as the
Flora North Branch, Gay County, Illinois.

The above referenced 0.86-rrule line has not generated any
originating or terminating traffic in over two years.

Abandonment of this line will result in the removal of the
rail, crossties, and possibly the upper layer of ballast CSXT
does not intend to disturb any sub grade or sub grade
structures. Finally, the operations and maintenance of this
line will cease.

The only alternative would be not to abandon and to pass
the opportunity costs of retaining the line to all other CSXT
customers. This would not be a prudent utilization of
earner resources.

Two maps, which delineate the proposed project, are
attached. (See Attachments 1 and 2)
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(1) A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale
and sufficiently detailed to show buildings and other structures in
the vicinity of the proposed action) showing the location of the
proposed action, and the locations and approximate dimensions of
railroad structures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the
proposed action.

Attached is a copy of the Flora topographic map prepared
by the U. S. Department of Interior Geological Survey. Hie
line to be abandoned has been identified by a heavy black
diagonal line. (See Attachment 3)

There are no CSXT-owned structures that are 50 years old
or older that may be eligible for listing in the National
Register that are part of the proposed action.

(2) A written description of the right of way (including approximate
widths, to the extent known), and the topography and urban and/or

.' rural characteristic of the surrounding area:

Hie right of way varies between 20 and 50 feet from the
centerline of track. The line runs generally north and east
through a semi commercial and residential portion of the
center of Flora.

(3) Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not
photocopies) of railroad structures on the property that are 50 years
old or older and of the immediately surrounding area:

There are no structures that are over 50 years old on this line
segment.
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(4) The date(s) of construction of the structure^), and the date(s) and
extent of any major alterations, to the extent such information is
known:

Not applicable.

(5) A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an
explanation of what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of
the proposed action:

The land for this line segment was acquired by the Baltimore
and Ohio Railroad Company (B&O) between 1869 and
1874 for the purpose of constructing a rail line. The B&O
was incorporated February 28, 1827 under a special law of
Maryland for the purpose of "the construction and repair of
a railroad from the city of Baltimore to some suitable point
on the Ohio River with as many sets of tracks" as might be
deemed necessary. The General Assembly of Virginia, by
act of March 8, 1827 confirmed the act of Maryland and
granted the new company the same rights and privileges as
are granted to them within the territory of Maryland.

On February 26,1973, the Chessie System Inc. was formed,
and Chessie System Railroads was adopted as die new
corporate identity for the C&O, B&O, and WM railroads.
On November 1,1980, Seaboard Coast Line Industries, Inc.
and Chessie System Inc. merged and became CSX
Corporation. On April 30, 1987, the Baltimore & Ohio
Railroad Company was merged into the Chesapeake and
Ohio Railway Company. Hie Chesapeake and Ohio
Railway Company was merged into CSX Transportation on
September 2,1987.

As a result of the proposed action, CSXT operation of the
line will cease. There is an opportunity through the
regulatory process for other carriers to acquire the line for
continued operations.
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(6) A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as
engineering drawings, that might be useful in documenting a
structure that is found to be historic:

Not applicable.

(7) An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's
possession) as to whether the site and/or structures meet the
criteria for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (36
C.F.R. 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of archeological
resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the
project area, and the basis for these opinions (including any
consultations with the State Historic Preservation Office, local
historical societies or universities):

A review of our records indicates there are no CSXT-owned
structures over 50 years old on this line segment that are
may be eligible for listing in the National Register.

CSXT does not know of any archeological resources or any
other previously unknown historic properties in the project
area.

(8) A description (based on readily available information in the
railroad's possession) of any known prior subsurface ground
disturbance or fill, environmental conditions (naturally occurring or
man-made) that might affect the archeological recovery of
resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence of toxic
wastes), and the surrounding terrain.

The line was disturbed during construction by cuts and fill
and any archeological resources that may have been located
in the proposed project area would have been affected at
that tune versus during the proposed salvage operations
associated with rail removal Our records do not indicate
that any swampy conditions exist, or that any hazardous
material spills have occurred within the project area.
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March 23,2007

Mr. Wilbam L Wheeler, SHPO
Associate Director
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency
1 Old State Capitol Plaza
Springfield, IL 62701-1512

RE: CSX Transportation, Inc.
Proposed Line Abandonment
Clay County, Illinois
Docket AB-55 (Sub-No. 678X)

Dear Mr. Wheeler

Please be advised that on May 4 2007, CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSXT) expects to file with the
Surface Transportation Board ("Board") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
0.86 mfle of railroad from Railroad Milepost BXO 74.14 to Railroad MOepost BXO 75.0, a
distance of 0.86 mile known as the Flora Norm Branch, City of Flora, Clay County, Illinois, as
shown m the attached historic report

In connection with rail lines that are to become the subject of applications for authority to
abandon. Federal Regulations at 49 CFR 1105.8(d), require that a Historic Report be submitted
to the State Historic Preservation Officer pnor to filing with the Surfoce Transportation Board.

In accordance with those Regulations, I am attaching a Historic Report covering the above
proposed abandonment I would appreciate receiving a letter confirming that mis project will
have no impact upon cultural resources from your office. If you have questions, please feel
free to call me.

Sincerely,

Attachments

Copy:
Surface Transportation Board -SEA, 395 East Street NW, Washington, DC 20423
Mr. Steven Armbrust, Counsel CSXT, 500 Water St-J15Q, Jacksonville, FL 32202
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April 18, 2007

Dave Qeraci
CSX Transportation
500 Water St. - J200
Jacksonville, FL 32202

Dear Mr. Geracii

We have reviewed the documentation submitted for the referenced project(s) in
accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.4. Based upon the information provided, no historic
properties are affected. We, therefore, have no objection to the undertaking
proceeding as planned.

Please retain this letter in your files as evidence of compliance with section 106
of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended. This clearance
remains in effect for two years from date of issuance. It does not pertain to any
discovery during construction, nor is it a clearance for purposes of the Illinois
Human Skeletal Remains Protection Act (20 ILCS 3440).

If you have any further questions, please contact me at 217/785-5027.

Sincerely,

Anne H. Haaker
Deputy State Historic

Preservation Officer
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